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MODEST ENQUIRY 


INTO THE 


Preſent State of Foxzion AFrAiRs. 


T is a Maxim equally true in Phi- 
loſophy and Politicks, that Evils,: eſ- 
pecially great Ones, cure themſelves; 

| which ſhews the Superiority of the 
Divine Wiſdom that provides for:the Safe- 
ty of Mankind, even in thoſe Caſes wherein 


they employ their whole Force in con- 


triving the Ruin of themſelves. I have 
often thought that this is ow, and I am 
fully per fuaded that it will be ſome time or 
other, our Caſe with Regard to Foreign 
Fairs; by which 1 mean that the very 
Patns that is taken to delude and lead us 
wrong, will raiſe ſuch a Spirit, as muſt 
at laſt bring us into the right Road, A 

8 | B falla- 


+ 8 
Allaciou Eloquence 1 mY for a time not 


ny deceive particular cople, pl blind | 


,evena whole 7 not © Bites or 
F Barbarians, for ey. are not capable” of 
being led by Morde, but muſt, be driven 
by Blows, but of Nen conceited of their 
0308 Wiſdom, who are proud of and boaſt 
of their F reedom, tho' that Freedom per- 
. haps conſiſts i, no more than a Power” 'of 
8 forging their own Chainßs. 
The Law of Self- Preſervation i is. very 

juſtly held the ut Law of Nature. Such 

as have enquired. deeply into the Spring 


of human Actions, have reſolved lern | 


all, or at leaſt the far greateſt Part of 
* them, into the Conſequences of Self. Love. 
At the Bottom this is the Principle of all 
* Morality, and therefore he who knew 
our Nature beſt, laid it down as the beſt 
Definition of Charity, that we ſhould love 
our Neighbours. as ourſelves. In like Man- 
ner the Love of our Country is the funda- 
mental Principle of Politicłs and Patr: - 
etgſn; and as true Morality conſiſts in 
knowing bow Ar and in what manner 
Wie ought to love ourſelves, ſo the true 


t of Government is no more than the 


0 Sciance of exerting the . Love of o our — 
ver Ae . e e 
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5 on 1117 { ED 4 3 ) 
2 As it would appear very outraglous 
a of Charity to bid us Jove' others | 
and Pa 2 ourſelves, or to exhort a Nation 
to 2007 hard, and then bow the Priits 
of their Induſtry on 755 e they new ſa, 
While their own Poſters 75 were bene 
to Want and the 475 orld'; ſo, excep 
to our e. enlightened State efmen, it 852 
pear a very extragrdinary Paradox in 
4 Pet to lay new. To axes and increaſe od 
% | Debts, and that too on a Nation =_ 
_ exhauſted, for the Benefit of other 
_ trans, whe! are in a much Betten Conte. 
tion to helþ themſelves. Yet ſo it is, that 
; this wild Doctrine has not only been 
= i preached but prattiſed, and that too with 
ſuch Succeſs, as to overtyirn the Chmnon 
1 Senſe of a whole People, and to beget an 
= Opinion that ſuch only are fit to have the 
Direction of Publick Afairs, as mind 
every. thing but the Maire of the Hub- 
lick. 
'Þ When theſe Paradivical Nations were 
| jrſt ſtarted they met, as it was very na- 
rural for them to meet, with an almoſt 
| _ | General Oppoſi, ton; to ſoften which parti, 
cular Methods were uſed to particular 
Men, and a new Syſtem” was fratned to 
. amuſe the Maſs of the People. They 
were told of a Ballance of Power, the” 
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Indebendency of Europe, the Proteftaiit” 
e, andi a Multitude of he, tHings, 


1 6 


which though-they might have original 


I ene Meaning in them, yet Baue been 


ſo tartured and toft about by Politicians, 
that at preſent, ] make no ſcruple' of af-" 
firming-it is very hard to know, whether 
they have any. Meaning at all; or which' 


it 1s wary, deu if not impoflible, to 

©; 38 4b 332K Vs IN tow 73577 00 - SIE T TITS 1 
ettle: thei true Meaning. Thus under 
the famous Pacific Adminiſtration of our 
Stateſman, now at reſt. with his Fathers, 


it conſiſted with the Ballance of Power, 


e WS WIL I ene n 
not.only to live upon good Terms with 
the French, but to concur with them in 


4 
17 


* 


was the avowed Deſign of the famous 


Treaty of Hanover. Since that Time it 


has been declared a Self-evident Truth, 
that the Ballance of Pawer can be no 
otherwiſe preſerved than by conſtantly 
oppoſing France, and doing every thing 
to eggrandize the Houſe of Auſtria, that 
in its Omniſcence that Houſe ſhall think 
u. The natural Senſe of the Indepen- 
dencj of Europe is, that every State ſhould 
mind its az Buſineſs, and every Country 
ſtudy and purſue its own Intereſts ; but 
the modern Interpretation of that Phraſe 
l is 


ow” 


is. much the ſame thing in other Words, 


bumbling the, Houſe of Altria, which 


__4$y 
is juſt the Reverſe, 12 that every State 
9 Wo. its 70 Intereſt, and mind” 
that, of i 2.15 Which. is nod 
1 dignified ,with, t N lag > of the” Cm 
„ Cauſe; as if a new Ne Would change 

F the Nature of Things, and make = 
3 Right, = Right \ frong at the Will 
the, State 1 0 Who contrive thoſe Tetis. 
As ſor Proteſtant, Canſe- it, ſeems" at 
preſet to be a Phraſe out of "ſe, -there 
eing Papiſis and Proteſtants' on each fide 
of the Queſtion. And thus ft lainly 
appears; that there is no ſuch 2 
truſting to Cant Words, or general 
= - hene if We mean to come at Truth,” "+ 
= - But before it was found practicable t 
3 root out the Mrions taught us by Com- 
mon Senſe, and purſued with the preateſt 
Fache by our Ace tors, Abundance of 
Pains was taken to ſhew us, that our Fe- 
lictty did not depend upon. gurſelves, but 
| pon others; ; and that therefore it behoved 
us to ſtudy the Affairs of the Continent, | 
in order to 1 and thoſe of out n 
and. To the Maſters in this great Art 
we ſtand indebted for that Sort of N 
5 ledge, which is, of all others, the beft 
5 ſuifed to the puerturning their Deſign; 
= and it was this that induced me to open 
| thek Obſervations, with remarking, lat 
| 1 bea. 


1 


7 Evil usually bring along e 
them their own Cure. V 'hile People con- 
Ha'd their Thoughts and, Cares to 9 5 
Treper Shed, _ minded nothin en 
their gw7 2 e it was no di 
Matter to, #uzz/e them with mg a 
Things ahnad, or to aſtoniſh them Wich # 
political. Hobgoblins of this or that Na- 1 
1 n s aiming at Univerſal Monarchy. But 4 
J in the Courſe of tuo long, general Wars, 
[ _ about forty. or. fifty wile. Negotiations, 
1 this Subject has been ſo. backney 4, that 
1 every body naw ſeems to be as well ver- 
| ſed in foreign Airs as ever their F ore- 
fathers were in domeſtich ones. 
This, as I have hinted, muſt 1 us 
the. true Remedy for a Diſcaſe that has been 
| ſo long preying upon our Vitals; and ſince 
it is become ſo very neceſſa to, make 
. ourſelves Mafters of foreign pig I 
think it no difficult Matter to ſhew that 
the better we underſtand theſe, the more 
. Reaſon we, have to be fatisfied, that our 
Modern Stateſmen have miſtaken their 
45 0 have wrought us off our 
tle or 0 Purpoſe. I do not at 
7 ets of making this out upon tl 
cn Principles; by which I mean, that 
thg' their could be nothing more eaſy or 
more certain than to demonſtrate, from a 
Vicw 
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View of our own Affairs, that it is our Bo- 
+ Gineſs £6 705 At Homé, and not embarras 
ourſelves" with the Aﬀeirs of. our Neigh- 
boars; yet "waving all this, and taking 
things Ini the Eight in Which they ſcem 8. to 
"place them, we may be able, 24 very 

contrary Method, that is, by i 
2 5 A Fairs, and our Methods of ma- 
aging them, to ſhew the very ſame. For 
aire is this Advantage attends Trath, chat 
look at it on'avb7ch Side you will it 18 fl 
the ſame, and will Rill diſcover itſelf f in 
whatever Method you endeavqur to rome 
atit ; provided you ate but in earteft in 
your Search, and examine Finz to whe 
_ Bottoms. . MW 
That we may proceed regularly, a and 
"Abe what we are about, L. think r 

obliged to ſet out with obſervin g, that tho 
Nature has placed us in an Nand, yet our 
Induſtry and Spirit of Trade, has ſo far 
© annexed\us to the Continent, that we havr 
truly an Iatereſt in the Affairs of our Neigh- 
bours, and are bound to concern our- 
{elves ſo far with them as to take care that 
our Subjects may not ſigfer by their Bro#ls, 
or the Glory of the Engliſb Nation be tar- 
niſhed by ſetting penn tamely under any 
udignities. I ſhall readily admit, that 
200 reaties of inen, are Bands that we 
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ought to, contraf#, with, our Neighbours; 
that we are bound. to fulfil] ha Engage», 
ments we enter into of that kind, as well 
as to take cate that they a, ſhall pundlus 
ally comply with what. they ſtipulate in re- 

gard to us This I conceiye: to be the 

rue, certain, and invariable Intereſt, of 

Great Britain with reſpect to orber Coun- 
tries, and this I take to be the au Rule, 
that ſach Stateſmen as mean aue to * 
Country can lay down to themſelyes; be- 34 


R hp as I ſaid before, it is certain excl 
-#nvariable,. It will ſerve under ef Go 


vernments; it will ſait-with every hangt 


Adminiſtration; it ſerves to juſtify paſt 


Reigns; and whatever we may think of it 
at preſent, it is the Rule by Which our 
Poſterity will examine the Condutt: of all. 


Miniſters in time to come. 


I call this Rule certain and invariable 
for the Reaſons abovemention'd, as well 
as for theſe that follow. The Freedom of 
this Nation, as it roſe ſo it muſt be main- 
tain'd, by a large Share of Property in tlie 
Hands of active, induſtrious, and publick 
fpirited Members of Society, which is the 
Reſult of a flouriſping Commerce. It was 
this that gave us Freedom, and it is this, 
and this alone, that can ſupport it. O 


the ther Hand, it is the — of this 


Com- 
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1 
Commerce that connects us with orher 
Nations, that unites us not only to the 
Continent "of Europe, but to Aa and 
Africa; and more intimately than with 
any of theſe to | America. To preſerve | 
this Connection therefore, and to pre- 
ſerve it in ſuch a manner as may be 36e 
neficial to the Iubabitants of this Hand, 
without which it is not worth preſerving 
at all, we ought to endeavour to be on 
the beſt Terms poſſible with all Nations, 
that they may be willing to do us good, 
and to be always in ſuch a Situation at 
Home as that they may be afraid of doing 
us hurt. Theſe are very ſhort and plain 
Maxims, but they are nevertheleſs true for 
all that, and fo I doubt Experience will 
ſhew us. 

But though the Intereſts of a Nation 
are ſettled and invariable, thoſe of Princes 
Miniſters are very unſteady and un- 
ſettled things; and in reſpe& to foreign 
as well as to domeſtick Affairs, they very 
frequently change, ſometimes to ſuch a 
Degree as to be directly oppoſite to thoſe 
of their Country. But. it Princes have i 

themſelves Talents ſufficient, or pick 
Miniſters that have ſuch Talents, they 
ſometimes find a way to blend their own” 
W Views and Intereſts ſo effeQually 
C with 


„ 
with 20e of the Nation, that the People 
are at firſt brought by Degrees to confider 
them not only as wnited but inſeparable, 
and at laſt miſtake one for the orher. 
This was our Caſe (for the ſhorteſt way 
to prove things is to appeal to Facts) 1 in the 
Days of William the Conqueror. He in- 
volv'd us in all the Quarrels of Normanay, 
and it muſt be confeſs d with greater Co- 
lour of Reaſon than we have been in- 
volv'd i in ſome later Diſputes ; for he had 
irſt given the Land of this Kingdom to 
ormans, and it was but natural that they 
ſhould employ their Foreign Acquiſitions 
in the Cauſe of their Native Country. 
We were again in this Situation in the 
Time of Henry V. He took it into his 
Head to intereſt the Engliſh Nation in 
 raifing his Family to the Throne of 
France, and in a Fit of Romantick Loyalty 
they exhauſted their Blood and Treaſure 
to bring it about ; but when they had 
waſted” the Plower of their Youth, and 
had almoſt ſpent their /aff Shilling, they 
found out that they bad been fighting 
againſt their ten Intereſt, fighting to make 
their Country a Province, and themſelves 
7 upon which ſome honeft Men and 
Patriots told his Son roundly, that he 


ba better wave his Title to Prance, tho' 
he 


(41 


he had bern .crown'd, at Pari. ſor that 


they were not bound by the Conſtitution 
to ſerve his Majeſty out of his Erng/t/h 
Dominions. This Evil befell 1 us the child 
Time under Henry VIII. the firſt Engliſh 
Monarch that ever fun Ballance mad, and 


took it into his Head to give Law to all 


Europe for this wiſe Reaſon - 
That perhaps ſomebody elſe. might do it. 
He had the Honour, at his firſt mount- 
ing the Throne, to be the richeſt King 

we ever had ; he drew out of the Purkes 


of his Subjects more than all his Predeceſ- 


ſors had done before, and after deba/ing 
his Coin, and filling the Nation with Blood, 
he died in Debt. 

But it muſt be allow'd, that weare not 
the only Nation that have ſuffer'd by ſuch 
Miſtakes. The Emperor Charles V. ac-. 
tually ſubyerted the Liberties of Pain, . 
and took all the Pains he could to do as 
much by thoſe of Germany, while at the 
ſame time he was indefatigable in protec- 
ting the Libertiet, promoting the 7. rade, 
and ſecuring the Welfare « of his little be. 
reditary Dominions of the Lou Countries. 
It was natural for him to do this, though 
nobody will ſay it was Jaudable. "He nad 
drawn his ft Breath in them, and they 
maintain'd their Place in his Heart and * | 

5 0 2 * 2 


(12) 

Aﬀettions till he breath'd his IH, But 
his Cares were fruitleſs, hi Endeavours 
were vain; his favourite Curies were 
the better for him only duting bis Bife- 
time, but the Miſchiefs brought u 
Spain and Germany by thoſs'Endeavours] 
are felt to this Day. The FSyuniſb Cortes, 
once equivalent to an Engl: iſh Parliament, 
are now only known to Antiquaries ; and 
the preſent Diſputes in the Empire are ap- 

arently owing to no other Canſe than 
the Dreud that ſome of the German 
Princes and States are in of ſeeing the Po- 
litical Maxims he left to his Family ex- 
erted once again, in Cafe any Branch or 
Ally of it ſhould mount the . 
Throne. : 

It world be cal to give many more 
Inftances of this kind, but I will content 
myſelf with adding only one. There was 
during the laſt War a famous Memorial 
pa epared for opening the Eyes: of Lewts 

IV. which roll'd entirely upon my Max- 
7ms,” It was alledged, that while the 
Mar for the Spaniſh Succeſſion ſpoke his 
Majeſty an excellent Father to his Family, 
it at the-ſame Time ſhew'd, that for the 

Le of his being /o, he forgot that he was 


the Father of hi Subjects. This was then 


9 70 up here as a rational and publick- 
ſparited 


(7 13: ) 


foiited Piece; and a thing, to which, if 


he bad Bot affected che Title of Lewrs the 
Great, rather) than that of Lewis che 
Good, he ought to have attended. Vet 
many plauſible things might be ſaid in rs 
Defence. He was far enough from in- 
tending to make his own Kingdom a Pro- 
vince, nor did he ſtake the Health and 
Power of Prande for any little pitiful Ter- 
ritory, by which: they never couũ % Bete 
ter d. On the contrary, he had Yzews in 
this Reſp ect for his Subecis, as well as for 
himſelf ae his Family, as we have ſince 
felt to our Coſts. But as I have obſery'd 
theſe were plauſible Pretences: only, and 
had I been horn a Frenchman: under. bis 
Reign, I ſhould certainly wiſhed that.he 
had taken the Advice of that Memorial, 
and had ſtudied to govern 470. thoſe 
Countries, that none of bis Naur 
would have diſputed with him. 11408 
By this time I dare ſay that the Baader 
himſelf has obſerved, that the-real.Intereſt 
of a Country, with reſpect to its Nezgh- 
bours, is always confiſtent” with its frue 


. Intereſt at home, whereas the pretended; 


temporary, and imaginary Intereſts, which. 
are invented by Miniſters, or are merely, 


perſonal with regard to Princes, prove 


the Ruin and Deſtruction of their People, 
and 


For when were we more miſe 


(14 ) 

and expoſe them to all the Miſchiefs that 
can pil afflict the human, Species. As 
er on will teach him this, ſo Experience 
confirm him in the ame Opinion. 

15 rable, 

oorer, or more diſtreſt, than when the 
nqueſts of our Monarchs were moſt ex- 

tenſive; or when freer, greater, or richer, 
than when the contrary Maxims prevailed ? ö 
The firſt Dawn of Freedom and private 
Property was under the Reign of Henry 
VII. who purſued the real Intereſts of 


his Country abroad, tho he was too fond 


of his private and particular Intereſts at 
home. He has been always reputed, both 
among Natives and Foreigners, the wiſe/ 
of our Monarchs; and my Lord Bacon, 
who was perha s the wiſeſt Man of this 
Nation, wrote þ 


very great Mit within all our own Me- 
mories expoſed his own Judgment by at- 
tacking that Hiſtory; but whoever reflects 


on that Writer's Scheme of Politicks will 


caſily diſcern his Reaſon, which was to 
ruin a Character, that ſquared ſo little 


with the new Syſtem. For if Henry VII. 
who intereſted himſelf / little in foreign 


Afairs (and yet he intereſted himſelf 


d for the real Benefit of his Subjects) 
remain'd 


is Hiſtory to prove it. I 
have heard many People wonder, Why a 


(rs) 
remaiti'd in Poſſeſſion of ſo high 4 Repu- 


tation, What was to beconie of the Cha- 
raters of thoſe" Princes, that acted on 


quite contrary Principles, and meaſured 
the Grandeur of the Engliſh Nation, Ml 
the Fears performed by ber Forces in of 
Peoples Quarrels on the Continent ? Truth 
in this Caſe has got the better of Wit, and 
notwithſtanding this Attack, both the King 
and the Chancellor are eſteem d as woe, as 
1 

But to come cloſer to the Point, 40 
enter at once upon our Matter, having 


already ſhewn, that a Man may be a 


Patriot, and wiſh extremely well to his 
0Wn Country, without deſiring that the 
ſhould have the Direction of all the Coun- 
tries round her. I proceed to obſerve that 


the preſent Syſtem with reſpect to We oregn 


Afairs, can be only ſo far right as it imme- 
dately concerns this Country, If we are 
bound to 4ſt our Allies, we can be only 
bound to 4%iſt them as far as our Abilities 
will allow, and in fuch a manner as is mof? 
conſiſtent with our common Intereſt We 
can never be under any Obligations abſo- 
lutely to #uin ourlelves for heir Safes, ot 
be obliged to afi/# them in the ways they 
preſcribe, if thoſe ways are incompatible 


with our oun Welfare, or beyond bur 


Power 


(216) 


Power do comply with, * 


Force that is neceſſary to our gun Safety. 
In the Defence of ourſelves we fight pro 
Ai & Focis, and we mult hazard all 
becauſe we are to defend all. Bot no 


Obligation of this Sort can lie upon us in 
Favour. of our. Allies, or a ſeparate Inte- 


ref, even on the Principl 


other we may have an Enemy ſtrong 
enough to ando us. This can never be 


right Policy, with Reſpect to ou ee or 


our. Allies, for if we are once un one, we 


can help them 710 langer. Vet there is no 
en in Euclid plainer than this, 
that if we are at preſent at a greater Ex- 


ce than we can bear, which is what 


all Parties allow, and Which, if I am 


rightly inform'd, has been confeſs'd by 
the. fir /7 Speaker | in England, we muſt be 


wndone, if we continue thele Expences, or 


run into greater from falſe Hopes. or falſe 
Fears, from ſucceſsleſs Negociations, ill- 


founded Expectations, or chimerical Sup- 


poſitions. E 
A Man who ſees, or think be ſees, his 
pag in ſuch a Situation, muſt certain 


be a rotten Member of Society,” if he wp 
not endeavour to make this plain to 


his 


e of the preſent 
Syſtem; for it is ridiculous to undo our 
ourſelves, © thro' Fear that ſome Time or 


** 


13 
* 
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(47) 

his Fellow- Subjects. He who fitſt (pics a 
a is not only a Sele Murderer, if Fe 
does not cry ont in Time, but 0 5 . 
Foro Cunſcientiæ, at leaſt; the Author of 
chile Deaths chat he might have prevented. 
But granting that 8 and the 
N is not ſo dangetous as he imagin 

his Zeal however is. commendable, be- 
cauſe the Community is ſure to get me- 
2 oy it. He who: diſdover d the Me 
diter an Laalz did his Country good 
IT ITO 
wi E Ugge «+0 
doubt thought; himſelf ia the right and 
will ſame time or other juſtify t Frin- 
ciple upon which he 9 For my 
Fart I:beheve there are Abundancę of #-4 
reign Leaks; and I think it my Duty co 
expoſe them. Whether this will eontri- 
bute to the Hopping them or not, is What 
1 dare not determine; but ſure I am that 


this can never make them wider, and it 


is from a ſincere Senſe, of this, that I am 
led-to — if I am miſtaken. in 
y Notions, he WhO demonſtrates my 
Miftakes; will do the Service intended 
and provided the Nation be but ſerved 
it is no great Matter by whom Of hot N 
for this too is agreeable to the Moder 
we _—— had never beer 


(18, 2 
ſo much clopping-and thangingamony the 
Great, or ſuch a Stirb abo tanning. 
'when it was; found. impoſſible to make a 
Galition of Panties. 1d 
50% have already ſhe wn, that-witht Re- 
gard to foreign Affuiri, we have agertain 


Leal and invariable Iutareſt, and that; it is 


very poſſible, we may have an accidental, 
temporary, or imaginary eee We 
will examine things in natural Or- 
det; with reſpect to 'both-theſerIntereſts; 
and(enquire- bow fur the States we have 


x pedient for us 0 d 
to procure thei ance, hat we have 
done in chat Reſpeck, and ho far our 
ons have been, Or are like to be 
9 We will likewiſe endeavour 
to ſind out, if it be poſſible, Whether our 
Condition has been made beter or worſe 
by our late vigorous Operations, number- 
leſs; Negectations;\ and our ſcarce to be 
calculated Eapences. When we have done 
this, it will appear what we have really to 
bipe, What with juſt Grounds we may 
epprehind, and what we may baverational- 
jo: think will We Purge IONS bug 
Bf nin lib ant 1 
4 Toi begin then with Ruſſia, - It i plaic 
- mand natural e of this Nation 


requires 


Had e do with are capable of promoting 


. 
N 
+ ys 


* 
. 
In, 


the Intereſt of a trading 


(4119 0) 
rethlleswerftouſ Uivenio. "the "griſtoft - 


Frientthip with [that PON¼ẽ f a thing the: . 


mona}? beclte ik Is u muetv er Dole N 
cern as ours. In this Reſpecd h” 
cal Büfineld is with tlie Mörlen, and 0 
widvthe PrJnce, muell deſs with we Be 
ni ſtry and therefore according to the 
Matte ef right Pohkey, we Gught 70 
enter only into 7 enerul Hngagementi witii 
this Power, which it bon ppb — 
of every" Governirietitto fl The Nos 
tion of entring into the Domeſtic Oo 
nomy of that Empire, or indeed of ang 
Empire, and pretending to guaranty this 
Line of Sueceffion, is repugnant to 
Nation, Which 
ought not ta concern itſelf with particular 
Notions, or Schemes of Government in di- 
ſtant Coutrtries hecauſe this hath a natural 
Tendeney to keep her involved in perpetual. 
and Diſputes; whereas her In- 
tereſt recuites that the ſhould live if po- 
fible in conſtant 1 
tions, that ſhe may the better enjoy the 
Effekt. of their Fienaſbip in the Hencſr 
reſulting from their Commirce." Neaſpn 
and Oemmon Senſe teaches: this, but if it 
were neceſſary to cite Authority, I mig 
mention that of De Wire! we ſuyb it 
would be ridiculous fer the Dureh te con! 
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accidental 


Porting t. 
diametnicaliy 


| at preſent : 
Intereſt; which 
«ot. 
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*ppaſit eto that Nan 
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e Ae, 1 Leg. leave, hows 


o Rent 


be „ eee jon; the We 
hien was ſo intolerable to Ge | 
; that to rid themſelves thereof, was 
eff Moyrve they. had te 1 
| e yt and therefore the 
4 de pen the Sibreron, — 1 
. e which we are at ptſent 
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i hs e dans os 
out 3 Wee Nr d pag Mi- 


Iitereſts, w. , which may pc Gbly' be uo, bur 


at*the ſame time it 1 * very well: kth 
thi E there i is no great Harmony am 


there," any © more; than 
the Mins ers in other Courts; and ir is 
ine certain that Count I | 
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* N great 1 t 
iter En | 
che Friſleeſs of E 


have come at by 
Principles of our ole Policy. 
R the fational and invariable Jr 
cereld of "Gries Br, in regard to the 


earner fo a Es "may. 
frame Theatres; conclude Alrances, - 


tain Aacgſtamm, and be never the nearer 


to all that we propoſe by them, except ãt 
Hoang e RG LW 62 nd there 
by e the Sang that are reguifits, _ 
or aid to be requiſite, for procuring theſe 
:maginary Advantages." could 

many things more upon this Head, aj. 
enter into abundance or Turing that 


but-ttaving/ already 
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, with foreign Courts, This 
ducedat firſt great Murmurings and 
Sn, and at laſt a total Ghange i 
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chat Aieft 1 been 
Ante alf 


expected Wich te 
which? i*Imdect & tl 
vd need ft wonder At- Me Miffere fre 
jetted tat ha have” been Fame West dcs 
Ti he Marriage of the PMy#> 
e of' Pri | 
ern 


zs directly inthe . Teeth of all: our e | 
the a iro , 87 


- always both the Intereſ, and. the Inchna- 

ion, ol the Prince Succeſſor to the Crow 
o Sueden to 2 them; and VLA 
never want a art in Germany to ule 
bis P retenſons. e longer we 


| « 86 ) ith 
preat gend Fortune dt the Halle 


941 


Swedes: will never forget q | 

once; poſl{t--of confderatles! Domini: 
Germany, or how they; wers fink wt? 
them.; o on the other Hand, 1 be 


: 
* 


n 


conſider this SulyeR, the more manifeſt 
Reaſons will appeas:to, ſhew, the Impoſſi- 
bility of our- aceampliſhing any thing in 


favour of our temporary and gccidental In- 
 tereſts, by Treaties of Scher new Al- 
liances with Sweden, We may indeed by 


ſuch Expedients; patch: up {: Quacrels, 


and ſkin over:old but they will be 
perpetually breaking out affeſn upon every 
Turn of Affairs, and conſequently ſuch 
Endeavour, and ſuch Expences, Will be 


a endleſs and Fruitleſi: except, as I 
ſaid before in the Light of Political Amuſe- 


ments for obtaining GR kh | 
or Votes of Credit. I 1057 


„Bash bellen e Mikchick, and to 
— us a clearer Proſpect on this Side, 


ve need only confider, that the natural 


Intereſts 
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18 te ſts f. grit ſo exactl nid 
8 With 6 "BE „Hive, that * no 


Reaſo EEE oe Her Ill Will, or the 


"Ja meſs in her Friendſhip, unleſs we 
a upon tir ſelves by entering into 
Meuter detrimentat to her; dud no wN 
Aadvantagebus te 18} high as a Chriſfiun 
er 4 "trading People we ought cor 
*ainly t void; and if there are ſtill any 

7 Reingihs df teal Concern for What was 
55 ow O dear to us I mean the Support 
S ne ant Intereſt, we ought to 
uu Ade al our Prejudices to the Houſe 
1 of Holſtein, fince their Advancement to 
'F the Thrones of Sweden! and Nilſſia leems 
2 td be tlie moſt favourable Event for the 
6 . — Cauſe,” that has fallen out wich- 
2] = leb Cen; ry. I mention this the 
20 at che Nation may be upon its 
9 0 — * caſe any enterprizing Mimiſter 
1 " . — mont etherPoliticabPeradoxes, 
mucke if und id Head to advance chic that 
the — here may 2 | 
our enen clay toWards: or pefhapddi- 

rectly againſt the Pore Intrreſt a 
| broad, Sica) however ab/urd-in Appoar- 
arice;  "Rixp6rrenre/tway: teach dan fearj1 1. 
not altogether impoſſible s 

| 21Fh& Nature Sf dur-Nepotiotions with, 
ile Gdurt of Dormrk, / have been 
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many Vears altogether: DIEs 
— nd national: dutereſt f wee 
tain obliges us to live in Fitndfbip 
that as well asathers/Crowhs, and the 
Alliances between the Rayel Ba nnalies 
ought in the teaſon of: thin 
ſach Engagements Wes have? formeily 
ſent Squadrotis into the Baliicł, in Con 
ſequence of our Alliancrt, and in gupport 
of or Interuſt, but however it came, or 
indeed: can come to be the Intereſt of 
Great Rrituin, to take large Bodies of 
Duniſb Troops into her Pay, to rtmain in 
their du Country, er to march into ſome 
Territory adjoining to it, is beyond the 
nſion of any Man Who has fio 
other Lights than thoſe afforiied by: Rea- 
ſon and Experiefice,” But it ſurpaſſes all 
Balief that we ſhould be reſtleſs and un- 
eaſyj that we ſhould take it ill, and com 
plaii of the Court of Denmark; that ſne 
is miling to enter into ſuch Treaties, 
_ and} declines our Offers of paying her 
THo0ps; if we were not repeatedly told ſo in 
ah moſt evety Article from Copenhagen that 
appears in a foreign Guzetis. There can- 
not ſurely be a — Vieiſſitude 
in Hoek: Aﬀwars.: There: was a Time, 
when we would not ſuffer our Vngs ff 
much as to * e Hor ſe, Send 


VII. Sis | even 


Tn vir in eber ry | 
Hutntotrof ben, 1 is che ſole Res- 
ligne „er that! can be aſſigned; ſor 
e % ure at; und dhe 
ace ene ee ute, by 
e 1 1 T; = here at Home. 


Scale bf che FRO fer? # 7 
3 Ev ve ber 
trated bn bple * know how, The 
Truth 18 Hi Daniſh "Court! wes. drawn: 
into an extraordinary "Proj jet. mueli ſu- 
perib to Her Forces and Revenues, /( which” 
alten an zmnmenſe Bxpentr, And provoking 
both Sueden and Rig, th 10 
to abandon; and ig up pes ges Nei- 


 haviews ſo that mall Sur Sollertatlens dre 
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rake by the 5h of x Lat Treaty, which 
'Feceives its Nathe fri ron ont being fign'd. 
at Yar. Ir was fdeed intended that 
the Republick of Polanitl{houid' have been 
e Pig. but that Was Hin- 
der d hy the-Confaſwons that atoſe im the 
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it ers s moſt acble to 880 nd 
by Hime, It was evident enough from 
che CSudher of bis Pather in the laſt War, 
that there was a cloſe Connection between 

him and France, which oug to have 


pat the Honſe of Auſtria and her Friends 


upon their Guard on the Demiſe of = 
Emperor "Charles VI. I ſay the Hou 2 
of Auſtria and her Friends, becauſe Gre 
Britain for her own Part can have very 
little: either to hope or to fear from his 


Frisian Majeſty. Beſides, on account of 
hüanen 


we mi ght naturally have ex- 
— Turn of the Scale in our Fa- 
vour;. and that he ſhould rather have in- 
clined to oblige us than not. But he- 
ther it was that we hired every body's 
Ops. but his, that a Title was talk d 

of, which has fince been actually /et up, 
to the Principality of Ea PrieNand, „ 
whether there were any ſecret and more 


prevailing Motives than theſe, ſo it was” 


that he broke with the Houſe of Auſtria, 


notwithſtanding our Interpoſition or her 


Behalf, which produced a ſtrange won=nd 
for cunquering and 'diſmembring”- his Do- 

minions, — 5 tho in a manner for oor” 
here, may ſtill ick in the Stoiniachy of; a 
Prince: ol fo high — | R 


When 


Wien Ove? CET! ject ed nothing 
we for along Time neh ng the Qu 
of Hungary to diſpute his Pretenftons in 
Sileſia, where lie might at firſt have been 
ſatisfied with much leſs "than he after- 
wards obtajh'd; and that too by our Medi 
ation, and under our Guaranty,” by which 
we involv'd. ourſelves in ew Scene of 
"Diſputes, for the Sake of obtaining His 
Guaranty, Which! is neyer like to produce 
any Good either to our ven o or accidental 
Intereſts. | Yet that Treaty Was once r 
nified here ds a Maſter-pf in PoBricks, 
in Conſequetice of which the Reader may 
dene that a large Body of Pruſſian 
Tt, were actually muſter d in our News- 
here among the Fbrcet öf the Aſlier 
inſt ms at the very Juncture when 
"heir Maſter waseffeQually afen 


dom of Bobemia, which he actually did, 
Fotwathanditl the famous Treaty of 
_ Bre/ſ/aw ; which with ſo much Aſſurance 
We Were told would immediately reſtore 
the Peare of " Germany, and in Time hat 
| of Elli ope. This ſhews' how myſterious 
by bl thing, thy modern Method is of mana- 
be 55 E Aſairt, and how eaſily the 
Ac 1 % Engliſh” Miniſters may be over- 
reach'd in their Engagements; for with- 


double 
the Number in order to in dade the King- 


out. 


* 


i > Ide 
«ap "ye 
— 7 Rr 2 o x 
e I" 


L038.) 

out ; doubt they were ſincere in U they 
tell their Countrmen andi the Parl. ament 
ee e projet 
xeaties, would have produced 

Ty other Elfecte than they did. 5 | 
But the plain Reaſon of all. this. was, 
that the, King. of Prufſi g acted upon Mo- 


tives which Were very little confidered by 
the. Miniſters. of 7 bat Country, whoſe 


Inhabitants, were thus impoſed upon. and. 


on the gar 175 underſtood the N.. 
tives on which they acted do. 7998 15 


it was impoſſibl le for them 10 miſlead or 


amuſe. him, 85 In ſhorts he Was governed 
by no other Views than the Intereſt of 
his or Government, the Safety of which, 


he thought depended. i in a, great Meafate 
on the Preſervation of the Germanick 
Conſtitution, which he apprehended x would 


*4 © 


be totally deſtroyed if any Power in Ger- 
many could give. Law to the Emperor. | 
It was this that in ſpight of his Treaty 
pages our Guaranty, induced him to in- 


ade Bohemza,, not to ag randize France, 


Fa to Jefſen.the., Power of the Houle of 
Austria. We indeed ſay that theſe 
E braſes-mean the Jeme 5 his Prouj- 
han: Ma ajeſty thinks Not, and it 18 Very 


hard that wWaé will not allow; him to know 
«big oy u Ms and oP it Wy bea a 


- "fy Si 8 _ bard: 
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(6389 | 
harder Matter to oblige Him _— | 
with ours. For any thing, therefore 
can perceive, we are not like! to be 
on very good Terms with this Pride in 

Haſte; and yet Great Britain can never 


with him; Which, if may believe his 
oon Manifeſto, 18 whathewould willing- 


y aid; for therein he profeſſes the 


greateſt Reſpect for this Country, and the 
utmoſt Concern at finding himſelf obliged 
to take angther fidein the preſent Diſpute. 
Jam very far from faying, that we 
bb implicitly, to believe What this 
Provice lays of himſelf ; that, perhaps, is 
what we are not obliged! to % with Re- 
ſpect to any Prince; but I ſay, and T'fay 
it again, that” of all che Princes in Eu- 
e, the King of Pruſſa'talks in a Stile 
| that beſt merits Belief, for he ſays, he is 
entirely governed by his "own Intereſt. 
Now the King of 'Pri-fid'isa Proteſtant, 


2 Price of the Empire, a Prince that may 
be affected by any great Alreration'in'the 


Ballante of Power; 4 Prince that does not 


"ſeem at all diſpoſed to be the Dupe, much 


less the Viceroy of the French Ning; and 


| yet it is very evident, that he is reſolved to 


'' exert his utmoſt Force; and risk his whole 
Dominions, rather than ſuffer our Scheme i in 


5 Di a Ver. 


get any thing by being upon bad Terms 
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1 ke Plage. I inſer from all 
that vd ought, ſeriouſly to A 
whether the Whole ee this 
Hand ought, to be r4/qued to force, the 
King of Fruſia, to-what.* may be 
little own. Intereſt as ig : And. in 
next Place, this Paint; either from Hhim g 
Argument, from Reaſam or Reſentment, be- 
ing carried, may. it not next deſerve our At- 
tention ; whether it be at all probable. * | 


after: we and ur Allies, haye, exerted ou 


utmoſt Strength; we can carry the Paint, 
and oblige him to aceept of ſuch. Terms, 


as the Queen of Hungary in her Good- 
neſs ſnall be pleaſed to grant him? For 


—_ a8 1 23 — the Map of Eu- 
plainly ſhows, chat Great Britain 


and; Brandenburgh | have not much. Can- 
nection; though it be likewiſe certain, 


that this Country was very rich and very 
happy when its Statęſinen ſcarce. knew, 


there was ſuch a Prince as the Margais 
of Brandonburghs yet foi: as are 
things changed, that upon 'the-Reſoln- 


tion of thoſe tao Queſtions, it in a great 


15 Meaſure depends, Whether fue ears 
hence wie ſhall bave Silver enough in this 
Iſand, to change one of our o. Gui- 
2 W W 2h * err ay it 
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worth his while to game bither with ſuch 
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General, 4 


rn ; 3 


OWE 2 85 8 


pite, 
Caſe 
ble pg if NN a in — — tog 
rid of it at once, that much m be he, 

on both Sides... I muſt. confels that: I have 


no Inglination to ſay thing on citber Side, 


but ſas 92 3 55 6 Britain, Hh 
it my ty to ſay, that it is not only a- 
the Maxims, of g90d, Policy, but 
ainſk the Rules .of Common Senſe; nay, 
Wen contrary to the Laus of Nature, 
05 us to ſacrifice qurſelues in the Cauſe of 
erm 
into ſuch a Condition, as muſt make us 
an eaſy Prey to + nts og to.defend the 
Rights of another People, or if we may 
elicye the King af Fruſia, to ſerve the 
Inteteſts of a very, 7 Part of 
that People. * s be ſatisfied of this, we 
need only re the. Matter cooly and 
calmly, al ſure by this time ee 
Blood and Treaſure enough to le cool, I 
fay.we need only do this, and then Truth 
arè us in the Face. roh bis ie 
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755 nid e down by any pecitla 
can, who wrote even for the Inhabitants 
of K Urepia, that would juſtify ſo Romantic 


Stem 


P er 


wilt of W to borpbl inert Me ike a 
you db about their oπο Tntereſts,” to bire 
tn ho NI er ervice, to hire 
ante part of them to e 
and after the — Res (6 
to Enter ee J 
e enly 72/68 RET 
briſteant he who bid us 
our Enemies, never le 899 
them, 7 $73. 939:% . * 
"Bat ſuch as have à dr KO 
b Juſi Eſteem for, the — Na.” 
will be very far from thinking that 
| 3 their Caſe in any degree. 
They Will ſay, and they have a Right to 
ay it, that the Germans are as brave, as 
powerful, and as ien Nation to the full 
as the French. They will ſay, that Li- 
berty is in ſome Places as much ene d, 
and in all as well ander ſtoud, as in amy u- 
ther part of Europe whatever. They will 
ſay, and it is from a Perſuaſion of the 
Truth of it that I ſay it for them, that 
the very bet Writers on theſe Subjects 
have been Germans. © They will ſay, that 
France was never too hard for the unired 
Power of Germany in former Times; when 


was weaker, and France ſtronger 
”. 0 


1 


8 


cannot . dente „ that ik kü is 1 
how much will. the DEL be alter d. 
2 how differently ought we to ſtate 1 
If the Germans are really ſuperior 
in 1 to the French, as a late ho : 
has inconteſtably proved they are, bow a 
can any other Nation be under an ® 
gation to raiſe her laſt Man, to ſpend het 
laſt Shilling to pawn her Credit with 
Fews,.to aſſiſt this Nation fo do, what 
without her Aſſiſtance ſhe might do, and 
ould do if the thought fit? If the Gere 
mans have right Notions of Liberty, and 
underſtand it as well as other Nations 3 
why are we filled with ſuch Paunicks 
about them ? The Germans are a ſtout, 
well limbed People, and I never heard of 
any body that thought they ſaw a Pack. 
Sade upon gen, Backs 3 Why then 
ſhould we be ſo apprehenſive of their ſuf- 
fering the French to ride them ? or why 
from the Terror of this, ſhould we forget 
our 041 Loye for Liberty „ and ſuffet them 
to ride us? If the Germans have their 
Senſes, as, well as we, why. ſhould they 
not be allowed to mind their own Con- 
cerns ? „ ſhould we take upon us 12 
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(2) 
be their Guardians? And, contrary to the 
Cuſtom of good Guardians, beggar our- 
?Fves to ſerve our Wards ? It is allow'd 
that we can have no Intereſt in making 


Conqueſts on the Continent for ourſelves : 


Does it not follow then, that we muſt 
have 4% Tntereſt in making Congueſts for 
other People ? If the Germans were unani- 
mous, they would not need our Aſiſtance; 
but is there any Hopes of our beating 
them into Unanimity ? or if we could, 
muſt we be at the Pains of beating them 
firſt, to get them in the Humour of let- 
ting us aſſiſt them afterwards ? Surely 
this would be abſurd and ridiculous in the 
higheſt Degree. But, fay ſome wiſe Peo- 


ple; you make the things ridiculous by 


your Repreſentation, Very well ; let us 
hear how you repreſent it. 


Why, ſay they, who echo the Speeches 
of our great Politicians, the Intereſt of 


Germany, is the ſame with the Intereſt of 
Great Britain. But there are 7400 Sorts 
of Germans; one that are for an Auſtrian 
Emperor, and a kind of hereditary-elec- 


jive Emperor, with a due Meaſure of 


evercive Power over the Independant States 


of the Empire, by eſtabliſhing of which 


Germany would become a proper Ballance 
to France; whereas the other Sort of 
Germans, 


( 43) 

Germans, for want of having a right 
Notion of their o Intereſt, can't diſtin- 
guiſh between an Auſtrian Bridle and a 
French Nute, but have ſuffered themſelves 
to be wheedled, courted, and bribed by 
France to their own Undoing, It is 
therefore requiſite for their own Safety, 
that the People of Great: Britain, ſhould 
aſſiſt the right-beaded Germans againſt the 
wrong-headed, ſhould coax the. latter to 
take Their Money, rather than the French; 

to mind their ju Buſineſs, and if fair 
Words and Guineas will not do, what 
then! Why, we muſt find out a new 


cant Word, ſuch as the Common Cauſe, 


and be as enthuſiaſtically zealous for that, 
as ever our Anceſtors were in the Holy 
War. Now ſhould 1 be glad to know 
whether their Caſe or mine be moſt xidi- 
culous ; or whether. if the Miſeries of TY 


Country did not hinder him, a Man would 


not burſt bis Sides with laughing, to hear 


it gravely propoſed, that the Engliſh Na- 


tion in their preſent Condition ſhould ſend 
their Traops, and lend their Money to fight 
againſt Corruption ; ; ſhould transform their 
able Ambaſſadors into Apoſtles, commiſ- 
ſion'd to propagate nanimity; and ſhould 
within half a Century after the REvoLUu= 


Tis raiſe Heaven and Earth to oblige 
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( 44 ) 
t great Nation to part wih her dar 
Conſtitution, and barter for > Hereditary 
Night ant ElAiwe: Monarc. But t6 
beooasferions as theſe Abſurdities will al- 
Jow us, let us conſider what we hade been 
adbing. What is ahne, and what we are 10 


; l hr {15 br 4& 7. Seeg T0759 
On the Death of the Emperor Charles 


VI. it did hut at firſt: appear, that there 
was any Danger of a Var breaking out 
about” his: Sacnęſſion, and therefore it is 
ſaid our Miniſter at a certain Court; was 
not- treated with more Reſpect than he 
might have merited, if he had come 
from the keaſ of the Electors. But when 


the Court of Viema faw no Clouds ariſing 


but clear and fair Proſpects on every ſideè, 
ſhe was ſo much. elated at the Sight, that 
ſhe reſolvd to fix the Inperial Seat till 


in her own: Capital by exalting the Grand 


Due to the vacant Throne. This was 

equally diſagrecable to France and Pruſſia, 
this induced the latter to apply to the for- 
mer ; and, upon canvaſſing the ſeveral 
Courts of Germany, there appear'd an 
extraordinary Unanimity upon this Occa- 


ſion. Ihe College of Electors ſuſpended 
the Voice of Bohemia, to which Kingdom 


thete were then no leſs than three Preteri- 
ders, and they” n elected the 
* 5 late 


RS: 


(45) 
late Duke of Bavaris to e e 
by the Style and Title of Charles VII. Ia 
Regard to this TratiſaQion as Exgland bal 
no Share, ſo it does not appear the took 
any Concern; but as for her! dccidentall 
Intereſt; that went with the Majority, 
and the Emperor was own'd, and treated 
og as indeed 4 Prince of his Rant ought 
to be, with the utmoſt Defetence and 
Reſpe A. But it unfortunately fell out, 
that ] France, to counterimine the Projetts 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, had enter'd in- 
to Engagements to eſpouſe the Preten- 


ont of that of Bavaria to the Suc- 


ceſſion of the late Emperor, which occafic- 
the preſent fatal and bloody Mar. But 1 


deſire the Reader will obſerve, that how£ 


ever the Election and Succeſſion have been 
interwoven ſince, they are things abſo- 
lutely d;find# in themſelves, and ſo they 
appear to have been conſider d by o 
Betters ; who both in Enplanid dad in 
Germany ſided with the Election; but at the 
ſame Time took the other fide with Ref. 
pect to the Succeſſion ; and thus _ 
Great Britain in point of Intereſt mi 
not have much to do with either 
yet by the happy Dexterity of ſome mo 
dern Stateſinen, ſhe was ein; to 0 
79 on boch fies. | 
This 
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(46) 
It was lucky enough for us, that we 
might ſtill have kept the Mar 


we might have ſupplied the 
deen of Hungary wie Money, and ſhe 
herſelf, ag 1 plainly appears, would 
chen have been able to have found Men 
enough to defend her Dominions, The 
ar in Flanders, t the only PA 85 77 
could affect us, was our cen ſeeking 
we Doe it u pon ourſelves and t 
Dutch, in order to 15 them into Sa 
ſures agreeable to the TH Per of Vienna: 
And thus thatFire, which while it blazedin 


ST 


cn Corner might have been more eaſily - 


tinguiſhed, was ſpread into every Cor- 
1 10 that by thoſe whoſe Intereſt it 
certainly as to put it out as ſoon as poſ- 
ible. We ſeem d afterwards to alter our 


Meaſures | 2 little, and to be deſirous of 


ſtifling it where it began, when we. 


march'd our Army to Dettingen; and by 


the Interpoſition of Providence found our- 
ſelves there in ſuch a Situation, as might 
have enabled us to have repair d our paſt 
Miſtakes, by putting an end to thoſe Ex- 
pences, which, whether neceſſary or un- 
neceſſary, it is certain we cannot bear, 
and therefore ouglit to haye got rid 


of them as ſoon as it was poſſihle. 
But 


far E 


nough off, and yet have fulfilled our En- 
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But what did we then? Why the very 


reverſe of what we ought to have done, 
in the Judgment of every ſenſible Engli/h- 
nan, and of every rational German. 
We then divided what we had for 
ſome time interwoven and perplex'd ; 1 
mean the Affair of the Election and the 
Affair of the Succeſſion. We took upon 
us to negotiate with the Emperor; and 
when we had brought him to accept the 
Plan that was propoſed, we broke with 
him in the moſt indecent manner, not to 
make uſe of harſher Epithets, as if we 
were afraid even of a good Peace, and 
were fond of a War, the Expence of 
which was carrying us every Day farther 
and farther towards our Ruin. But why 
did we do this? Ay, that is the great. 
ueſtion, which whoever can anſwer fa- 
tisfactorily ſhall be my Apollo in Poli- 
ticgs? N Wie! 
But tho* I am not able to anſwer this. 
Queſtion, or to tell why they did it, yet 
I am able to ſay ſomething negatively, 
and that it was not for certain Reaſons, 
which otherwiſe might be ſuggeſted, I. 
will not ſay in Support, but in Excuſe of 
this Meafure, It was not becauſe the 
Queen of Hungary refuſed her Concur- 
rence, for ſhe has in the moſt folemn man- 
| ner 
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(48) 8 
ner and on the Faith of a crown'd Head; 
declared that it was not ſo much as asked. 
It was not from the Obſtinacy of the Em- 
beror, for he yielded to all that was 
demanded. It was not from any Suſpi- 
cion of his Inſincerity, for the very Terms 
we preſcribed put that aut of his power, 
It was not becauſe upon RecolleQion we 
thought thoſe. Terms Zoo for him; 
for we have ſeen better Terms given his 
Son without our Irterpofition, and yet we 
have approved and applauded them. It 


was not becauſe the Intereſt of Greaz- 


Britain was not ſufficiently confidered ; 
for ſhe had nothing to aſk. It was, fay 
the Malicious and Diſaffected, as the Lo- 
vers of Var call them, becauſe our fem- 
Porary, accidental Intereſt was not ſuffi- 
ciently conſidered. The Emperor would 
not conſent to certain Secularizations in 
favour of that Intereſt ; and what is to be 


ſaid in anſwer to this J am yet to learn. 


Certain it is, that if this be a Calumny (as 
every Man ought to with it may) it can- 
not be ſtiled a groundleſs Calumny, becauſe 
a Miniſter, and which is more extraordi- 
nary, the very Miniſter who negotiated 
this Treaty, gave it under his Hand to the 
Imperial Ambaſſador, that he firſt men- 
tion'd to him ſome ſuch Secularizations 

69 
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treating the Emperor ſo 1, —.— : 
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fork. © "If; any Jan 
for Proof of this 1 appeal to. the Treary:.., 
titelt, tc the goon Reſcripi „ to the 
8 King of Pruſiias Mam felt %, and. t the 
Memorial of Prince Milliam of Heſſes/ ys 
theſe .. are, not accounted inconteſtable 
Evidence of the Matter of Fact, 1 know. 
nothing that can be called to. ; but I Know 
that I. have ſomething. more to produce, 
IN which, is the Re/crript of the pteſent Elec- 

= tor of Bavaria; and he Who doubts after 
5 that, muſt do it for Reaſc ſons, FIC are. nk» = 
1 of the reach of Cunviction, leaſt 3 
gument. "From this, new $4 we 0M | 
date the King 'of, Pruſis $ Defection, and 

the exaggerated. Expence- of the War, 
which followed from Ferse. Such as 
the Sublidics which . uced. the Tj Tags 

of Warſaw,” and the other Su ubſidies to 
German Princes ; to forme for defending 
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(50 
ather Folks Dominjons, and to others for 
defending their ren; nay, for guarding 
their very Capitals, which I believe is 
the firſt Taſtance that ever a Man was 
paid for bolting bis own Deors.,. But to 
People that have made one falſe Step, 
Stumbling becomes as it were natural; and. 


= we have been ſtaggering « on ever 


ince, and have beep more Gan once at 


„ 


8 we are 70 do. Ss 

The Face of Affairs is once more . . 
ged in Germany. After a tedious and 
troubleſome, Lite, after endeavouring to 


e all Part ties and pleaſing none, Charles 


II. is in his Greue. The. ee Que 


» »S w +34 


Van; Tt is 2 Matter of Bae Im- 
portance to reſolye ; and therefore I ſhall 
endeavour to diſcuſs. i it. Firſt, then, with, 
reſpect to her real and natural Intereſt 
ſhe has none at all. If an Emperor of 
Germany be a wiſe and good Prince he 


wall purſue his wy Intereſts, which he, 


will N to be thaſe of the Empire; 
and 


(8) 


and ſuch a Prince will be always our 


Friend. But fif a German Emperor 


be a Bigot, an ambitious Man, one who 
has private Views, to Which he would 


make the Intereſts of the Empire ſubſer- 


vient, he may call himſelf our Friend, but 


it will be to bur Coft.: If we conſide the 
Conſtitution of the Empire, it requires 


that no Foreign Powers ſhould inter fere in 


the Election; ſo that in this Light too we 


can have 0 Concern. Take it again with 
regard to Treazzes, | The Guaranty of the 
Pragmaticſ Sanction, did not bind us to 
force an Emperor upon the Germanic 
Body, that would be ſeething the id in 
its Mother's Mili; it would make an A 
of the Diet, deſtructive of their d 
Freedom. By what means therefore are 
we become intereſted in this Queſtion. 
Let them who maintain we are intereſt- 
ed in it, exhibit their Proofs; for m 

Part Lknow of none; and I think I can 
offer an Argument that will evince there 
can bè none. For either we muſt eſpouſe 
a Prince agrecable to the Germans, and 


then he can owe nothing to our Aſſiſtance, 


or we muſt uſe illicit Means to obtrude an 
Emperor on that Nation, which muſt 
entail u pon us a vaſt Expence in main 


taining of him, at the ſame time that we 
ö H 2 _ violate 
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(52) 


. bi the Eiben of thoſe, whom we 
pretend to eſteem and protect.” This 


may appear weak and trivial to ſome; 
but I know many of the moſt ſenſible 


Men in England, to whom this Reaſon 
has appeared unanſwerable. | 

We run away with a Notion that the 
raiſing a certain Candidate to this Dignity, 
is a Point of the greateſt Conſequence to 
the Germans themſelves. If it be ſo, the 
Germans are undoubtedly the bef# Judges. 
But let us conſider a little, and fee if 
there be any probable Arguments to in- 
duce us to believe that if they were en- 
tirely left to themſelves, they would de- 
cide in favour of this Cundidate. Of the 
Ecclefiaſtical Electors, there is but one 


that can be abſolutely relied on; and we 
can eaſily call to mind the particular and 


perſonal Arguments that influence him. 
As to the ſecular Electors, the Vote of 

Bohemia is as yet ſuſp ended, for Reaſons 
which ſtill /u6/4/, The King of Poland, 
Elector of Saxony, if he votes in favour 
of that Candidate, mult do it for Motives 
eaſily gueſſed at; from Motives that muſt 
be confiderable, fince at the ſame time 
they determine him in favour of another, 
they determine him againſt himſelf. The 
Elector of Bavaria will vote to recover 


his 


( 53 ) 
his Country; he votes as it were in vin- 
culis; and it is no Wonder that a Prince 


ſhould be glad to have his Chains taken 


off. The King of Fruſſia, Elector of 
Brandenburgb, is not like to vote for his 
Candidate; neither is thè Elector Pala- 
tine: So that the King of Great Britain, 
Elector of Hanover, is the ſingle free and 
znbiaſſed Voice, that can be depended upon 
in ſuch ar Election. This is a true and fair 
State of the Caſe, and I believe no- body 
will attempt to deny it; and from this State 
of the Caſe it manifeſtly appears, that if 
this Election rates place, it will not be 
unanimous, and it is highly probable, will 
not be undiſpubed. But hender unani⸗ 


mous or not, diſputed or undiſputed, as 


Great Britain from her real and natural 


Intereſt can have no Concern in it; ſo it 


can never be ſuppoſed that ſhe will intereſt 
herſelf in the Event. I fay it can never 
be ſuppoſed, becauſe thoſe who are unin- 
fluenced by Curt Favours, would be a- 
gainſt ſuch a Meaſure from Principles of 
Patriotiſin; and ſuch as are devoted to 
the Court, will never incline to ſuch! A 


Meaſure for fear of being thought biaſſed 


by an accidental and temporary Intereſt, 
againſt the certain, real, and natural In- 
K tereſt 
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tereſt of their Country. 1 look therefore 
upgathis Suppoſition as uncontrovertable, 

But if we conſider the, Conſequences of 


| our abetting a diſputed Election, if we 


reflect that this will change the whole Sy- 


Alem of the Var; that it will involve us 


in new and greater Expences; z that it will 
take from us the Hopes of ſeeing an End 
of our Labours, that it will impoſe on us a 


| Burden we are unable to har; and at the 


time a Burden we can never juſtify leav- 


| Ing 1 upon our Poſterity, we conclude” that 
it is a Meaſure 4 Parties will oppoſe. I 


Know 50 well, that ſome DAY: repreſent 
it cannot be be fo 1 in = For * ety no 
People were ever ſo infatuated, as to hate 
a Man for being in their Intereſt. A 
Writer who makes yuch a Declaration, as 
he « can do it for no other Motive but 
Love of his Country, ſo he can have no Ex- 
peftation of Reward, but from her; and 
he muſt have a mean Opinion of his Coun- 
try indeed, who if he knows himſelf 


her Gratitude... And it is from. a full 
enſe:of this, and from a tender Tala 
for her, that 1 eat. | 
Ballance of Power in, Tray, has 


Thi 
4 len at certain times under the Care 
of 


of et and honeſt in ber Cauſe, can doubt 


(35) 
ſhewn as much Sin the Management 
of that, as of other Foreign Ooncerns. 
Her Majeſty Queen Anne, and the Mini- 
ſters that ſerved her in the four: /aff Years 
of her Reign, but particularly the great 
Earl of Oxford, thought fit at the Cloſe 
of the laſt War, to give the Kingdom of 
Sicilytg the Duke of Sauay; in the Pol- 
ſeſſion of which if he had been maintained, 
the Ballauce of Power in Italy could nat 
have been deſtroyed, by either of the 
Houſes of Auſtria or Bourbon; and as 
the Duke of Savoy was allied by 
Bloed to the one, and by Jutereſt to the 
other, it would have been a very eaſy 
Matter with or Maritime Force to have 
ſecured his Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom, 
and to bave raiſed a new Maritime Power 
in Faly, . dependant upon us, and that 
muſt, always have been dependant upon 
us. Yet immediately after the Acceſſion. 
of the late King; tlus wiſe and excellent 
Diſpoſition was finſt ridiculed, and then. 
everturned ; a great Fleet ſent to put Si- 
cid into the Hands of the Germans, by 
which: we ruined our Intereſt with Spaiu. 
and rendered our Trade with Sicily pre- 
carious. We :afterwards found Reatons 
to d:fer with the Emperor, ſuck as they 


were; 
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were; and the Syſtem was again chang- 
ed, and contrary to all the Prineiples that 
had before been laid down, we join- 
ed with France to deſtroy that Union, 
which, if we meant to promote a Ballance 
of Power, we ought to have promoted. 
This was the Conſequence of the Treaty 
of Hanover 1 in its Letter and 
Spirit was directly repugnant to both the 
Grand nces, and conſequently to that 
Sebeme, which for thirty Yeats'we had 
purſued at ſuch an immenſe Expence 4 
Blood and Treaſure. This ſhewed 
once our Wiſdom and our Steadineſs, © 

But then again we faced about on a 


ſudden, and by the Treaty of \Sevil ſtuck 


out e entirely a new Plan, in which we 
were ſubſervient to the Views of France, 
and actually brought about all the Evili of 
which we have ſince complained. The 
Introduction of Don Carlos into Italy, 
coſt the old King of Sardinia his Wits 
and his Croum, by throwing him into 
ſuch perplexed. Circumſtances that he 
could retain neither. The ſame wiſe 
Meaſures induced the preſent King of 
Sardinia to act as he did, and to join with 
France. We took no Share in the War 
that this brought about, but ſat ſtill quiet- 
ly, and ſaw Naples and „ given to a 

Prince 


. 
—— 
” 5 


Cp 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon; not- 
withſtanding the Declarations that we had 
formerly made, that this was abſolutely 
incompatible - with: the Intereſts of Great 
Britain. Nay, what was ſtill more ex- 
traordinary, we boaſted, though with very 
little Reaſon, of having a Hand in that 
Peace, by which thoſe Kingdoms were 
were given to Don Carlos, We have 
ſince ſeen our Error, have faced about 
once again, and declared with great 
Warmth and Vigour for his Sardinian 
Majeſty, who if he had been preſerved in 
the poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Sicily, 
would not have ſtood in need of the great 
Supplies we have given him; nor indeed 
could that War have ever ariſen, which is 
now ſaid to render them neceſſary. By 
theſe Circular Politics therefore, we 


have been perpetually changing Sides, 


everlaſtingly embarraſſed, continually ex- 
hauſting ourſelves by prodigious Expences, 
and by our laſt Treaty of Worms ſtipulat- 


ed to purchaſe the Marquiſate of Final, 


for no otherReaſon than to make the King 
of Sardinia a Maritime Power, which 
the Treaty of Utrecht, ſo often condemned 
for want of being underſtood, had done 
eftectually, All this is fo plain, that it is 

I impoſſi- 


— 


* 
— Ws * — — — — 
_— — W ͤ ——— — — aw, 
—— W y . 
„ ne dt - 1 = —— * 
1 => - * © Gmc 2 ve Np 
om my Ad od 7 enon_y nap 
. ” 2 _— 5 by * * — 33 F P 2 * 
r —— op 12 T- — — 
— rr rr 0 — = — 
- — — — — b 


— == — 
c 


(58) 


m poſſible either to deny the Mattets of 


Fact, or the i ah £77} deduced from 
them. 

It may not be amiſs to lay open to the 
Engliſh Reader the true Reaſons of his 
Sardinian Majeſty's preſent. Cs 
that we may be ſatisfied he acts u 
much wiſer and more folid Motives tha an 


is generally imagined, and 1s not entirely 
govern'd by his Hopes or Fears of our 


Proceedings. He ſaw from the [ſue of 


the late War how little he had to expect 


from the Houſe of Bourbon, and that all 
his Security mult reſult from maintaining 
the Auſtrians in the poſſeſſion of their 
Talian Dominions ; becauſe otherwiſe he 
muſt he entirely at the Mercy of the 


French and Spaniſh Courts. They might, 


and there is no doubt they have, offered 


him as much or more than ever he can 


expect from the Allies; but what Secu- 


rity could they offer him, that if he ac- 


cepted their Terms, they ſhould be any 
1555 kept than for their own Conveni- 
ency? If the Queen of Hungary had been 
diſpoſſeſsd of all her Ialian Dominions, 
he could expect no Aſſiſtance from her. 
The Grand Duke would have been in as 
precarious a Situation as himſelf, The 
£5; pd Powers would have left him, 
in 


2:10 
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in conſequence of his deſerting them; fo 


that for want of Guarantees it was im- 
poſſible that any Propoſitions from France 
or Spain, however promiſing, however 
ſpecious, could ever tempt the 1/6. 
eee Head in Europe (always except- 
ing our Sovereign) to leave himſelf at 
their Mercy, There 1s no Reaſon there- 
fore to fear, that this Prince ſhould de- 
ſert us, or abandon the preſent Alliance. 
He may receive Propoſitions from Spain, 
he may make them to France, but with 
a view only to amuſe thoſe Courts, the 
latter of which is wiſe enough to know 
that he never can be in carneſt, becauſe 
it is directly contrary to his Intereſt. He 
has maintain'd himſelf, and he will main- 
tain himſelf, notwithſtanding his Loſſes 
and his Sufferings, as /ong as it 1s in his 
power, and when he can defend himſelf 
no longer, we muſt not call it Treachery 
or Ingratitude, if he makes the be/? Terms 
he can. I ſay we muſt not make uſe -, 
ſuch harſh Expreſſions, becauſe he may 
retort the Overtures made to, or received 
from, the Marquis de St. Giles at the 


Hague, in relation to the Settlement of 


Don Philip; for if that Prince is, after 
all, to have a Settlement, in Italy, it will 
be much the ſame thing to his Sardiniam 
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Majeſty, to whom he owes it. If ever 
this Meaſure ſhould take Place, it will 
be a plain Return to the Syſtem of the 
Treaty of Sevil; and we might as well 
have kept a precarions kind of Peace to 
this Time, by the Help of half a Score 
more Conventions. I mention this on!. 
to ſhew, that fince we are forced to fluc- 
zuate thus in our foreign Politicks, to 
change Sides often, and to be at per petual 
Expence, it would be full as well to mind 
our own Affairs, to provide effectually for 
the Security of our Commerce, and to fight 
nobody's Battles but our own ; for moſt 
aſſuredly we have got nothing hitherto by 
being the common Mediators, or as our 

grand Politicians affect to flyle i it, holding 
the Ballance of Power in Europe. 

But what is moſt extraordinary is, that 
our Maritime Force, or at ſeaſt our 
Management of our Maritime Force, has 
likewiſe Failed us. We were poſitive of 
beating the French and Spaniards, if ever 
we could „/t them. We have fought 
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them, and without carrying our Point ; 1 
partly thro' the Differences between our 9 
Commanders, and partly thro' the Car-... 
dice of Officers, preterr'd by [ntere/t rather 3 
than Merit. We perſuaded ourſelves, | 


that i it was 7mpoſible tor the Spantards to 
tranſ- 
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tranſport Troops, Ammunition, or Pro- 

viſions to Tach, without there being in- 

tercepted by our Fleets, and yet they 

have done this over and over, and ſeem 

ſo little to doubt the Poflibilit p4 of their 
a 


doing it, that, at this very Inftant they 
have riſqued all their Hopes on that Angle 
Point. If the Care of taking Prizes 
ſhould once more get the better of the 
Deſire of Glory, it is certain they will 
carry that Point of ſo great Conſequence 
to them and to us. We boaſted of fright- 
ing the King of the Two Sicilies into a 


Neutrality ; but we boaſted of it only. And 


wow perhaps it is his Turn to boaſt. It 
was a Point ſettled, that our Bomb-Ketches 
were ſufficient to keep the State of Genta 
in order ; and yet in that too we have 
been miſtaken ; ſo that on the whole, it 
looks as if tne new Phroſe of Fatality 
might be applied to all ous foreign Mea- 


ſures, to our Negociations and Operations; j 


to our Meaſures in Germany and in Italy ; 
to our warlike Exploits by Sea and by 
Land, If therefore Fate interpoles ſo 
ſtrongly againſt us in all our Underta- 
kings, to mend the Diſpoſitions of Provi- 
dence, and to keep the Univerſe in god 
Order, why ſhould we not take this 
Vr iendly Caution, conclude ſuch extenſive 
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Deſigns beyond the Circle of our Capa- 
city, and prudently content our ſelves 
with what Providence has made our Pro- 
per Bufmeſs, the minding our Affairs as 
"Home, eſpecially fince we cannot but be 
conſcious, that they ſuffer ſufficiently by 
our being ſo buſy abroad, which is per- 
haps the beſt reaſon that can be aſſign d 
for ſome Folks endeavouring to keep us 
always buſy in that way. 

Before we return Home, we ought to 
take Flanders and Holland in our way. 
Tt has been on all Hands confeſſed, that 
if there be any Part of the Continent 
more peculiarly under our Protection, it 
is the fir/t of theſe Countries, and that 
chiefly, becauſe on the Safety of it de- 
pends the Security of the other, Yet it 
ſo falls out that when we have been ſup- 
plying Money to ene Power, and Fleets to 
another, ſo little Care has been taken of 
this, that our T; roops have ſpent their 
Time chiefly in being SpeFators of the 
Viftories of the French, who could have 
had no Opportunity of exerting their 
Arms on that Side, if thoſe Troops had 


never been ſent thither. One Year they 


marched-from thence into Germany, and 
ſo 1% the Seaſon ; the next Year, they 
fave. Wn, pres, and Furnes hen | 

3 Wit. — 
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1 
without being able to ſave thein; and 


afterwards when they were ſuperior tothe 
Enemy, they loſt: their Time in Marches, 


and Counter-marches, their very Generals 
can't tell why, but refer us from one to 


another. But the Proceedings of the 


preſent Year ourdo all the reſt. The 
Troops of the Allies are commanded by 
two German Officers, and at, the ſame 
Time we ſcarce ſee a fingle Corps. of 
Troops, except in the Pay of the Mari- 


time Powers, of that Nation in the Field. 


We have fought it is true, but with 20 
great Reputation, except it be that. the 
Engliſi Forces deſerved the Praiſes of 


Friends and Enemies. Yet by a ſtrange 


Fatality (and I think the Word was 
never more properly applied) an Eng- 
liſh Account by Authority, charged the 
Loſs of this Battle to the want of 


7 or Conduct, or both, in an Eng- 


iſh Officer. But it fo fell out, that 


it was a Charge only, and a Chargo 


only known to thoſe who made it. It 
aſtoniſhed the Dutch when it appeared, 
and though this be very /ftrange, yet what 
is „till firanger, it aſtoniſhed the. very Ar- 
my in which it happened. There was 
not a /ingle Officer let into the Secret, fo 
that there was a general Exclamation a- 
gainſt 


( 64 ) 
gainſt that Account, as ſoon as it came 
over. The Gentleman concerned, inſtead 
of dreading a Court-Martial, demanded 
it; inſtead of declining a Hearing, inſiſt- 
ed upon it; inſtead of applying for Fa- 
vour, asked it as a Point of Fuſtice, to 
publiſh. his owr. Caſe ; which if it be not 
fo full and clear as might be wiſhed, may 
with great Reaſon be referred to the ob- 
taining his Requęſt, and publiſhing no 
more than what he was permitted to pub- 
liſh w0zth Leave. This however is ſuffi- 
cient to wzpe off the Stain from the En- 
gliſi Arms; for this very Officer appears 
to have done what he was directed 70 do, 
to have done what it was in his power to 
do, to have remained at the Head of the 1 
Regiment that ſuffered moſt, till he was I 
wounded and carried off. Thus the Cam- 1 
paign has begun without Succeſs in Aeon, 1 
and with little Regard to Truth in Re- 'Y 
preſentations. I chuſe therefore to ſay no 1 
more upon this Head, that I may not 
ſeem to beſpeak Mzrjchiefs, or like the 
 Trumpter of Fatalities to be inclined to 
burt the Reputation of my Countrymen, 
while they are expoſing themſelves to ſup- 
port the Reputation of their Country. 
As to our good Friends the Dutch, 1 
am convinced they arc fo from Neceflity, 
Bd ID and 
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and that from the Load brought upon 
them, as well as us, by the laſt General 
Mar, they are really i in ſuch a State of 
Dependancy, that they cannot help fo/- 
lowing our Motions, though they may do 
it faſter or flower, according as the Con- 
ſideration of their own Intereſts prompt 
them. But, pers follo they muſe. 
This is ſo far from being an Advantage, 
either to the Britiſh Nation, or the Peo- 
ple of Holland, that on the contrary it is a 
Prejudice to both, To us, becauſe at every 
Turn we are told that Meaſures muſt be 
right, becauſe the Dutch approve them; 
as if the modern Dutch preſerved much 
more of the Spirit of their Anceſtors than 
we do; or as if this Argument, which in 
its full Extent would prove al our Mea- 
ſures 7:ght, ought rationally to prove any 
of them ſo. To them it is an Inconveni- 
ence, becaule it gives a foreign Byaſs to 
their Councils, and has other Effects, 
which becauſe of too great Conſequence 
to them, and no way neceſſary to me, I 
forbear to expoſe. But whoever is dif 
d to conſider them, may with very 
little trouble diſcover them, in the famous 
| Letters of Mr. Van Hoey, who ſpeaks 
not only his ow Senſe, but that of a great 
Party in Holland; for the Dutch have 
K Parties 
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Parties and Factions as well as we; and 
this, though T have little room to ſpare, 
obliges me to touch on another Topick. 

By a ſtrange Fatality in Politicks, we 
are on both Sides in Holland; that is to ſay 
for the jake of the War, we are with the 
governing Anti-Stadtholdrian Party ; and 
from the Marriage between the Princeſs 
Royal and the Prince of Orange, we are, 
or at leaſt are thought to be, on hat Side 
alſo. It is eaſy to * that our Meaſures 

and Negotiations in that Country muſt be 
perplexed and embarraſſed by theſe diffe- 
il rent Connections; and it is Iikewile very 1 
1 eaſy to ſee, that is, if we have a mind to I 
Fee it, and will not be wilfully blind, that 
from hence ariſe that Diffidence and Slow 3 

e, of which we complain ſo much in 2 
that People. They have certainly their . 
Intereſt, 1 mean their - 0wwr real, natural, 2 
and invariable Intereſt, as much ar? Hear: Y 
as any People upon Earth, and for this 
we ought not to haze or deſpiſe, but to ad- 
mire and commend them, notwithſtand- B 
mg that, from this ſteady Adberence | 7 
to their own Iutereſt, we do not always 9 
find them ſo yielding and complaiſant, as BY 
we could wiſh. - 
One Thing more and I have done. It is 
notorious to all the World, and no Secret 

| to 
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to the Dutch themſelves, that they have 
what is called a French Party among 
them, though I think a little improperly, 
Hecauſe I look on it as certain, that Party 
are far enough from deſigning to make 
their Country a Province to France; tho 
from Principles that J have not Leiſure to 
explain, they are againſt coming to Extre- 
mittes with France. Now in Proportion 
to the Succeſſes of the French, the Credit 
and Intereſt of this Party muſt neceſſari- 
ly rzje, and conſequently give them a 
greater Power of impeding thoſe vigorous 
Meatures, which we are conſtantly prefe 


Jing upon the States ; ; and hence ariſes this 


great Inconvenience, that what we think 
ought to rouge and guicken them, muſt 
in the Nature of things render them more 
tardy and flow. This, though in itſelf a 
Point of the h:ghe/t Conſe equence, is ſcarce 
known, and conſequently very little con- 
fidered here, which makes us run into very 
great Miſtakes about their Intereſt and ours, 
leads us to form ill- grounded and prepoſ- 
terous Hopes, puts us upon uſeleſs and chi- 
merical Fegecke and induces us to think 
hardly, and ipcak raſhly of People who 
do not deſerve it; becauſe they do all they 
can, and yet we very often exclaim a- 


gainſt them for 20 doing more. The 


K 2 Reader 
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Reader will eaſily diſcern in this, and I 
hope in all other Parts of my Diſcourſe, 
that I am not byaſſed by Party Conſiacra- 
tons, but ſpeak the Truth and nothing 
but the Truth of other Nations and 0r 


them, by engaging them in different 
Schemes and Projects abroad, purely to 


| own, 
li I have now finiſhed my Taſk, and in 
10 a narrow Compaſs, and in plain Lan- f 
114 guage, given my Engliſh Readers, a ſuc- £ 
83-478 cinct Syſtem of Foreign Afairs, which 1 2 
(3/4468 flatter myſelf will appear fo clear and con- 5 
—— 4 — ſiſtent with Facts, as to enable them to 1 
1 04 judge for themſelves in moſt of the politi- 4 
WH Re cal Controvenſies that are daily ſtarted, and 2 
1 with regard to which ſo much Pains is I 
| take 1 by all Parties to miflead and abuſe 
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| ſerve the Intereſts of a few, a very few, 4 
i! at Home; and this with ſo much Art and I 
Lf) Cunning, that even the moſt diſaſtrous Y 
if Events are ſo repreſented, as to engage us : 
[ 


only to a Change of wrong Meaſures, in- 

ſtead of opening our Eyes to the only Mea- 
ſures than can be right; that is, ſuch Mea- 
ſures as are confiitent with, and have a 1 
tendency to promote our o Intereſts. E 
To make this Matter perfettiy clear, it is 
requiſite to conſider the Sate of Parties, 
aud the Condition of Afjuirs at Home; 
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which if the Reception of this well meant 
Treatiſe on foreign Affairs ſhall encou- 
rage the Author, he is ready to perform. 
In the mean time, I ſhall conclude with 

a few plain and important TIER 
—— what has been already faid. d 

In the firſt Place it manifeſtly apptars, 
that the more we conſider the Nature of 
our Government, the Conſequences of our 
Wars and Negotiations for forty Years 
paſt, both with Reſpect to ovr/efves' and 
our Neighbours, the more evident and 
certain it will appear, that our Notions of 
directing the Continent, and adjuſting the 
Meaſures of Power, proper for other States 
to enjoy, is very far from being our Province; 
and inſtead of tending to render us happy, 


free and wealthy at Home, is calculated to 


Keep vs continually idea, ſubject to all 
the Miſeries, reſulting from the firuggle 
of Factions, and amongſt theſe to a hea- 
vy Load of Debts and 7 axes, which 
cramp our Trade, enervate our Power, 
and weaken our Conſtitution.” 
We may ſecondly conclude, that fine 
we have ſo often chang'd our Schemes, 
and our Stateſmen have ſo much varied 
in their Notions, as to our foreign Inte- 
reſts, by aflerting now that we are in 
Danger from one Power, then from ano- 
ther, 


„ 
ther, and drawing us thereby into Mea- 
ſures, that put us upon ad Terms with 
both, it is infinitely better and ſafer for us, 
to interfere leſs in theſe Sort of Diſputes, 
and to conceive only thoſe to be our Ene- 
mies, Who curb our Trade, attack our 
Dominions, or by ſome other open and un- 
demable Act, proclaim their Inclination 
to hurt us, For as to diſtant Dangers, 
and ſuch as are grounded only in the Ap- 
prehenſion of Szateſmen, we ice by all the 
Treaties within the Compaſs of half a 
Century laſt paſt, from thoſe for the Par- 
zition of the Spaniſh Monarchy down to 
the Treaties of Hanover and Seville, and 
perhaps without injuring Truth, I might 
go lower, they rather create than avert 
Evils, and have ſome of them brought 
upon us the very Miſchięfs they were 
calculated to avoid. 

Thirdly and laſtly, it is moſt apparent, 
that if there be an irreconcileable Difte- 
rence between our Intereſts, and hoſe of 
Prance, becauſe that ambitious Crown 
has always Views to our Prejudice, the 
moſt natural and the moſt effectual Me- 
thod of ſecuring our ſelves muſt be by add- 
ing to the real and internal Strength of 
this Nation, which can be no otherwiſe 
done, than by purſuing ſuch Meaſures, 


as 
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as may unite us here at Home, and ſecure 
to the Government the Hearts of the 
People; for to ſuppoſe, that while we are 
divided into Parties and Factions, over- 
run with Corruption, born down by the 
Weight of old Debts, and daily running 
into new, while our foreign Trade, with 
regard to the Publick at leaſt, is inking 
from the exceſſive Weight of Taxes, I 
ſay, to fancy that in ſuch a Condition as 
this, we are beſt able to defend ourſelves 
againſt the Attempts of a Foreign Enemy, 
is a Concluſion directly contrary to Rea- 
fon and Experience. It may be the Inte- 
reſt of particular Men, or of a particular 
Party, that owes its Borer and Influence 
to the political Errors of a People, to 
propagate ſuch Notions, and to encourage 
and reward ſuch as can deviſe plauſible Ar- 
guments, in ſupport of theſe neceſſary Pa- 
radoxes; but it can never be the Intereſt 
of the Bulk of the People, for whoſe 
Service this D:/courſe was written, and to 
whom with the utmoſt Sincerity it is by a 
true Lover of his Country addreſſed. 
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